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S. Rep. No. 270, 50th Cong., 1st Sess. (1888)
50TH CoNGRESS, l 
1st Session. f 
SENATE. j REPORT 
1 No. 270. 
IN THE SEN ATE OF THE UNITED STATES. 
FEBRUARY 14, 1888.-0rdered to be printed 
Mr. QUAY, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the following 
REPORT: 
[To accompany bill S. 123.] 
The Committee on Pensions, to u:hom was referred the bill (8.123) granting 
a pension to Mrs. Virginia Grier, have examined the same and report; as 
fol~ws, to wit: 
In view of the advanced age of the claimant (she being nearly sev-
enty years old), and in view of the long and honorable services of her 
late husband, General William N. Grier (exhibited in the annexed state-
ment from the Acting Adjutant-General), your committee recommend 
that the accompanying bill do pass. 
'fhe military record of General Grier is attached hereto and made 
part of this report. 
WAR DEPARTl\IENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL's OFFICE, 
Washington, February 11, 1888. 
Statement of the military service of William N. G1·ier, late of the United States Army, corn-
piled fron~ the 1·ecords of this office. 
He was a cadet at the U.S. Military Academy from September 1, 1831, to July 1, 
1835, when graduated and appointed brevet second lieutenant First Dragoons; pro-
moted second Jieutenant J nne 15, 1836; first-lieutenant, April 14, lt~38; captain 
August 23, 1846; major Second Dragoons, April 20, 1861; lieutenant-colonel First 
Cavalry, February H>, 1862; and colonel Third Cavalry, August ill, 1866; retired 
Deceml>er 15. 1870. 
He received the brevets of major March 16, 1848, "for gallant and meritorious con-
duct in the l>attle of Santa Cruz de Rosales;" of colonel May 5, 1862, "for gallant 
aud meritorious services in the battle of Williams burgh, Va.," and of brigadier-gen-
eral March 13, 1865, "for faithful and meritorious services during the war." 
He joined his rt>giment in October, 1835, and served therewith in the Indian Terri-
tory to Octol>er, 1t;37; on leave to March, 1838; on recruiting service to June, 1H39; 
with regiment in the Indian Territory to September, 1840; on duty at the United 
States Military Academy from September 14, 1840, to June 20, 1841; with regiment in 
Kansas, the Indian Territory, and Iowa to June, 1846, and in the war with Mexico to 
July, 184l:l; on leave and conducting recruits en route to regiment to July, 1849; with 
regiment in New Mexico to (participating in expedition against Apache Indians, be-
ing engaged in the skirmish at "Too-koon-kurre Butte," Red River, New Mexico, 
November 17, 1R49, where he was wounded in the left breast) June, 185~; on recruit-
ing service to Octol>er, 1tl54; wHh regiment in New Mexico to Angust, 1856; on the 
march to and in California to April, 1l:l57; on leave to October, 1857; with regiment 
in Washington Territory and Oregon (being engaged in expeditions against the Spo-
kane and other hostile Indians) to August, 1861; en route to Washington, D. C., and 
from October 11, 1861, to April 21, 1862, was inspector of cavalry in the Army of the 
Potomac; he commanded his regiment in that army to August 41 1862, being engaged 
in the Peninsular campaign, and was. wounded in the battle of Williamsburgh, Va., 
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May 4, 1862; superintendent volunteer recruiting service and chief mustE~ring and 
disbursin~ officer for the State of Ohio to September, 1862; on court-martial duty at 
Saint Louis, Mo., to February, 1863; superintendent volunteer recruiting service and 
chief mustering and disbursing officer for the State of Iowa to June 12, 1865; assistant 
provost-marshal-general, superintendent volunteer recruiting service, and chief mus-
tering and disbursing officer for the western division, State of Pennsylvania, to April, 
1866; superintendent mounted recruiting service to May, 1868; conducting recruits 
to and from July 12, 1868, commanding his regiment in New Mexico to May, 1870, and 
in Nevada to October 16, 1870; under surgical treatment at San Francisco, Cal., to 
November 27, 1870; with regiment at Camp Halleck, Nev., to December 15, 18i0, 
upon which date be was retired, at his own request, after thirty years' service, undt:r 
the act of July 15, 1870. 
He died at Napa Springs, Cal., July 8, 1885. 
0 
J. C. KELTON, 
Acting Adjutant-General. 
